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Press Release 
For Immediate Release
Africa’s Legislators Unite in Johannesburg to Chart a New Decade of Action Against Illicit Financial Flows
Johannesburg, South Africa | 13–15 October 2025 — The African Parliamentary Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Taxation (APNIFFT), under the coordination of Tax Justice Network Africa (TJNA), has officially opened its 2025 Continental Conference in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
The gathering brings together parliamentarians, civil society leaders, and development partners from across the continent to mark a decade of collective action in combating illicit financial flows (IFFs) and advancing tax justice in Africa.
Held under the theme “A Decade of Combating Illicit Financial Flows and Advancing Tax Justice: Reflection, Innovation, and Political Will,” the conference provides a platform for reflection on progress made over the past ten years and for setting new priorities for the decade ahead. This milestone event comes ten years after the establishment of APNIFFT following the 2015 High-Level Panel Report on Illicit Financial Flows from Africa, led by former South African President H.E. Thabo Mbeki.
The 2025 APNIFFT Continental Conference seeks to shape a Post-2025 Strategy for the network, fostering collaboration between parliaments and civil society and strengthening domestic resource mobilisation through equitable and transparent tax systems. The discussions will examine Africa’s fiscal challenges and explore pathways to harmonise tax laws, enhance accountability, and reinforce the continent’s collective voice in global financial reform processes, including ongoing negotiations around the proposed UN Tax Convention.
“Illicit financial flows are crimes against Africans and against humanity. If we can halt the outflow of Africa’s wealth to the developed world, our economies will thrive, and our governments will be better placed to serve their people. Now is the time to act collectively and reclaim our economic sovereignty,” said Hon. Ganief Hendricks, Deputy Minister of Social Development, South Africa, in his opening remarks.”
“This year’s conference is not just another convening; it is a celebration and a milestone. Over the past decade, APNIFFT has grown into a formidable continental platform, uniting parliamentarians with a shared vision of fiscal justice and accountable governance. From the adoption of stronger tax laws to increased parliamentary oversight on resource management, the impact of this network is evident across our regions,” said Ms. Chenai Mukumba, Executive Director of the Tax Justice Network Africa in her opening remarks.
In her opening remarks, Hon. Dr Khanyisile Tshabalala, Chairperson of APNIFFT, reflected on the network’s journey and reaffirmed the importance of sustained collaboration and political will. 
“We are entering a new decade of opportunity. This conference is not only a reflection of our achievements but also a call to action, to build stronger, fairer, and more resilient economies for future generations,” said Dr Khanyisile Tshabalala.
Over the next three days, delegates and Parliamentarians will deliberate on Africa’s role in global tax reform, strategies for tackling debt and fiscal crises, and opportunities to leverage South Africa’s upcoming G20 presidency to advance a unified African position on tax and financial transparency. The outcomes of the conference are expected to inform policy recommendations and parliamentary action plans that will guide the continent’s next phase of tax justice advocacy.
Building on a decade of momentum, the 2025 APNIFFT Continental Conference reaffirms TJNA’s commitment to promoting transparency, equity, and justice in Africa’s financial systems and to supporting legislators in ensuring that Africa’s wealth works for its people.
***Ends*** 
About the Tax Justice Network Africa 
Tax Justice Network Africa (TJNA) is a Pan-African Organisation and a member of the Global Alliance for Tax Justice. TJNA promotes socially just, accountable and progressive taxation systems in Africa. 
About African Parliamentary Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Taxation (APNIFFT)
African Parliamentary Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Taxation (APNIFFT) is a flagship program coordinated by Tax Justice Network (TJNA) with an overall objective to provide an opportunity for its members, the African legislators, to strategise, learn from each other and build their capacities in tackling Illicit financial flows and tax injustice in the continent. The platform facilitates its members to undertake advocacy-related dialogue and debates in a simplified manner on Illicit Financial Flows (IFFs), tax governance, and domestic resource mobilisation (DRM) in Africa.
For more information: https://taxjusticeafrica.net/ 
Media Enquiries 
Communications Officer Content and Media Relations | Tax Justice Network Africa Email: Mercy Kamau at mkamau[@]taxjusticeafrica.net.
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