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Relevant principles

1.Equality and non-discrimination
2.Right to participation, information, transparency
3.ESCR: 
Maximum available resources
Progressive realization
Non-retrogression
4.International cooperation and assistance for the 
achievement of human rights



Widening the tax base (I)

Are revenues enough to realize human rights?
In many States there is room to raise 
considerable additional revenue by widening tax 
base. 
But widening should also be human rights-
compliant ways – those who can least afford are 
not asked to pay more. 



Widening the tax base (II)
Direct taxes vs indirect taxes

Progressive vs regressive

But . . . beware of exceptions

Differential impacts 
The income tax threshold
-how to set it 
-making sure it evolves



Some areas of inquiry: 

àTackling tax evasion
àTaxing natural resources
àTaxing financial sector
àCorporate incentives



Civil and political rights
Tax decision-making processes (design, 
implementation, evaluation)
Broadest, effective, meaningful participation
Access to all relevant information in transparent 
and accessible format

à (transparency of tax incentives)

Need for capacity-building and fiscal literacy
Asymmetries of power, expertise and interest



International (extraterritorial) 
dimension

Individual State action à limited effect in the absence of 
adequate international tax cooperation
“Globalization and increased cross-border flows of goods 
and capital have vastly increased the chances that one 
State’s actions or omissions may affect another State’s 
ability to raise public revenues . . . ” 
“High-income states that enable or fail to tackle tax abuse 
and illicit financial flows must shoulder some 
responsibility for the shortcomings of the tax and public 
finance systems in developing countries and related . . . 
lack of enjoyment of human rights and economic 
inequalities.”






